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and with Scandinavia in timber, fish, and tar, there was also
considerable trade with the great Italian cities. English wool
found its way to Lucca and Florence via the Seine, the Rhone
and Marseilles, or overland by Paris, Lyons and Turin. In
1284 most of the English monasteries agreed to sell all their
wool to the Florentines.

Principal Trade

Routes to the East
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Spiceries, silks and gems from India found their way to out
western island by three principal routes :

(a)  From India by water to Bagdad, up the Tigris and across
the desert to Antioch.

(b)  The second route was from Western India to Aden, across
the desert to the Nile, down the river to Cairo and by canal to
Alexandria.   This routes was safer, hut the spires were apt to
get damaged on it and the Sultan of Egypt exacted a toll o!

per cent.